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MBIE’s Vision



Skilled People and Innovative Firms are Key
Skilled people and innovative firms are the engines of economic growth.  They offer the 
greatest scope for changes in interventions to Grow New Zealand for All.



How Do We Get More Innovative Firms?

• Funding science that could result in disruptive discoveries
• Enabling commercialisation of publicly funded research
• Helping more knowledge intensive firms to emerge from the 

ecosystem
• Helping firms to do more R&D



For Example….



Participation in BIG Science Projects

• CERN
• Synchrotron
• International Ocean Discovery Programme



Thinking Outside of the Box – SKA Project

• One of the most visionary and ambitious scientific projects of the 21st

century
• Will be the largest scientific instrument on Earth, both in terms of the 

physical scale and in terms of the data it will generate



Why has New Zealand Invested in the SKA 
Project?

• Potential for economic growth as a 
result of developing revolutionary 
technologies

• International reputation and 
collaborations

• Research institution-industry 
relationships and collaboration 

Presenter
Presentation Notes





What Does the MBIE Investment Look 
Like?

• $1.7 million for work packages for pre-construction phase
• Governance  - Active participation on Board of Directors
• International relationships
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We are funding about $1.7 million for NZ institutions to participate in the pre-construction phase.  Through this, we are supporting two main areas of activity- the Central Signal Processor work package (AUT and the Science Data Processor work package (VUW).  VUW and AUT have involved a large number of other universities and industry players in the delivery of their pieces of work.

In addition, NZ has secured two seat on the Board of Directors, including the Vice-Chair. This exposes us to the high level thinking around the project as well as to future opportunities that may come out of it.

It also allows us to develop and maintain relationships with the other countries participating on the SKA project.



Current State of Play
• New NZ Representative on Board of Directors
• Participating in intergovernmental negotiations towards 

creating an Inter-Governmental Organisation
• Participating on sub-committees for IGO negotiations
• Currently conducting a cost-benefit analysis to inform 

future decision making
• Developing strategy for how SKA can add to/synergise 

with our science priorities



Future Investment Would Depend On…

• Continued priority for ground-breaking science for 
the SKA project

• Real potential for economic growth for New Zealand
• Providing additionality to other MBIE science 

investments
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THANK YOU!!
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